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Report Highlights: 

Export prices declined 1-2 percent following the sale of 1.3 million metric tons of government food-

quality rice stocks.  The government is likely to retender the remaining food-quality rice stocks and 

issue a new tender for feed-quality rice stocks by the end of March 2017.    
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Market Tone 

 
 

Export prices declined 1-2 percent from the previous week due mainly to the sale of government food-

quality rice stocks tendered on February 16, 2017.  Even though the government received qualified bids 

for approximately 2 million metric tons, the Ministry of Commerce agreed to sell only approximately 

1.3 million metric tons.  This sale consisted of (1) 0.5 million metric tons of 5% grade white rice, which 

is likely destined for export at competitive prices (bids were approximately 20 percent lower than 

current market prices), (2) 0.2 million metric tons of broken white rice, (3) 0.1 million metric tons of 

glutinous rice, and (4) 0.5 million metric tons of fragrant (mostly 100% B grade fragrant rice (Hom Mali 

rice)).  Around half of the fragrant rice sales will likely be exported at very competitive prices (bids 

were approximately 40 percent below current market prices) with the remainder being used by the 

domestic market.    

 

The government is likely to retender the remaining 1.9 million metric tons of food-quality rice stocks by 

the end of March 2017, probably at the same time as the Thai government begins an anticipated tender 

for 1 million metric tons of feed-quality rice stocks.  Details on these new tenders have yet to be 

released.  

  

Rice Export Update 

Unofficial preliminary rice exports (excluding premium white and fragrant rice) for February 27 – 

March 5, 2017, totaled 39,166 metric tons, down 99,799 metric tons from the previous week, and down 

92,910 metric tons from the four-week moving average of 132,076 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice exports 

from January 1 – March 5, 2017, totaled 1,280,409 metric tons.  
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